
 

To Kill a Mockingbird: Chapter 30 Reading Guide 
 

1. Who killed Bob Ewell? 
 

Atticus thinks … that Jem 
got a hold of Bob’s knife 
and killed Bob in self-
defense. 

Heck Tate thinks …  that 
Bob Ewell fell on his 
knife and killed himself. 

What really happened is 
… Boo Radley killed Bob 
Ewell in defense of Jem 
and Scout. 

 
2. Why does Heck Tate lie about what happened? Heck Tate lies to protect Boo 
Radley from all of the negative attention that he would receive from the 
community if Boo was exposed as Bob’s killer and had to go on trial.  Maycomb 
is a very biased and prejudice place and it would be damaging to a shy recluse 
like Boo to have to face their hateful lies and gossip.   
 
3.  Scout tells Atticus that she understands why Heck Tate did what he did.  She 
said, “Well, it’d be sort of like shootin’ a mockingbird, wouldn’t it?” (Lee 370).  
Explain what she means by this? 
 
At this point, Scout understands that Boo Radley is like a mockingbird because 
he is innocent of wrongdoing and only brings good into the world through his 
kind and heroic deeds.  Therefore, Scout feels that exposing Boo as Bob’s killer 
would be an injustice because it would force him out of his house into the 
“limelight” of public attention and judgment, which would be damaging to him 
because he is shy man who has spent decades avoiding the outside world.   
 
Who brought the switchblade to the 
scene? 

Who brought the kitchen knife? 

Bob Ewell brought the switchblade to 
scene as a weapon to kill Jem and 
Scout.  He attacked Scout with it, 
leading to the slash marks on her ham 
costume.   
 
**** Heck Tate removes Bob’s 
switchblade from the crime scene so 
that his story that Bob “fell on his 
knife” would stick.  Tate’s story 
wouldn’t work if both knives were on 
the scene.   

Boo Radley brought the kitchen knife 
as a weapon to defend Jem and Scout 
from Bob.  He used it to kill Bob.   

    
 


